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Introduction

Every year, the world unites to raise World Antimicrobial Resistance Awareness Week
(WAAW)—a global campaign aimed at increasing awareness and understanding of
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) mitigation. In this special week, RAWO (Rwanda Animal
Welfare Organization) proudly joins the rest of the world in raising awareness, advancing
knowledge, and strengthening action against AMR through the One Health Approach.

RAWO’s Role in Mitigating Antimicrobial Resistance
(AMR)

As an organization championing to advance animal welfare and One Health in Rwanda, RAWO
has continued to play a vital role in promoting responsible use of antimicrobials and improving
animal health practices. This year, as part of the Pandemic Fund - Strengthening Pandemic
Prevention and Response Through One Health Approach in Rwanda (SPPROHRW),
through these funds, RAWO was supported by FAO-Rwanda to contribute to national AMR
efforts through Professional Veterinary Training on Prudent and Rational Use of Antimicrobials
in Veterinary Practice in Rwanda.
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Training Veterinary Professionals

One of the major milestones achieved this year under this initiative is the training of 60
veterinary professionals on prudent and responsible use of antimicrobials. This training focused
on:

e Proper prescription and administration of antimicrobials



e Understanding antimicrobial resistance and its risks

e Practicing proper animal farm management by reducing use of antimicrobials through
Biosecurity measures and prevention.

o Strengthening veterinary capacity to detect and reduce misuse of antimicrobials

These trained professionals are now champions in the fight against AMR and are already
applying their knowledge in communities across Rwanda.

Collaboration and Partnerships

RAWO, as an organization championing the One Health Approach to protect human, animal, and
environmental health, joined partners this Wednesday at INES- Ruhengeri University offering
health related science including Biomedical, Nursing, Pharmacy etc. to jointly commemorate
World Antimicrobial Resistance Awareness Week (WAAW) 2025.

This year’s global theme “Act Now: Protect Our Present, Secure Our Future.” emphasizes
that antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is no longer a distant threat but a pressing challenge
affecting lives today. The theme calls for urgent, coordinated action to safeguard communities,
animals and environment and build a resilient future.

Together with our key partners and supporters Rwanda Biomedical Center (RBC), The
Fleming Fund, Partners in Health (PIH) Rwanda, Oazis Health, and INES Ruhengeri the
event highlighted the growing threat of AMR and reinforced the shared responsibility to promote
responsible use of antimicrobials.

At INES Ruhengeri, these activities placed a strong emphasis on preparing and empower future
health practitioners who will play a vital role in combating AMR in Rwanda. Participants
included students from health sciences, medicine, laboratory sciences, pharmacy, nursing,
and midwifery, alongside lecturers. Engaging these groups is essential, as they will be at the
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In line with this year’s theme, RAWO continues to advance its mission through:

e Capacity building and professional veterinary training,

e Promoting responsible use of antimicrobials in animal health,

o Empowering youth and students with AMR mitigation knowledge,

o Strengthening multi-sector collaboration in human health, animal health, and
environmental protection (One Health Approach)

o Expanding AMR awareness campaigns

o Strengthening Biosecurity measures, diseases control and prevention

RAWO reaffirms its commitment to supporting Rwanda’s national efforts in combating AMR
and call for action all stakeholders, especially young professionals to take meaningful action to
protect our communities today and in the years to come.



Why AMR Matters

Antimicrobial resistance is one of the world’s most pressing public health challenges. Misuse
and overuse of antibiotics in both humans and animals accelerate the emergence of resistant
bacteria. Without strong action:

e Common infections may become untreatable
e Animal diseases could spread more easily

e Food safety may be compromised

e Global health security will be threatened

Through One Health, RAWO continues to highlight the link between people, animals, and the
environment, ensuring that Rwanda’s communities are better protected.

Conclusion

WAAW 2025 reminds us that the fight against AMR requires collective responsibility. RAWO
remains committed to advancing One Health in Rwanda and partnering with stakeholders to
safeguard a healthier and more resilient future.

Together, we can prevent antimicrobial resistance and protect life—human, animal, and
environmental.



